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Agenda

• Introductions

• Why we’re meeting today

• An introduction to Safe Routes to School

• Overview of the Oak Creek Action Plans

• Implementation

• Next steps

• Questions



Nine Action Plans:
- Seven Elementary
- Two Middle Schools
- Appendix





Oak Creek students and families can safely, comfortably 

and conveniently walk or bike to school in a safe and 

inviting environment.

Parents, school staff, local officials, community volunteers, 

and local law enforcement work together to provide the 

infrastructure and programs necessary to keep kids safe 

and active and to invite them and their families to choose 

to walk or bike to school more often. 

Vision for the Action Plans



A Quick Introduction to
Safe Routes to School (SRTS)





Courtesy Irene Quintáns, Caminho Escolar do Paraisópolis, São Paulo, Brasil



Courtesy IMPLAN Culiacán, Mexico



Why Safe Routes to School?



The Issue

• Very few students are 
walking and biking to 
school

• Many causes:

‣ Parent schedules

‣ School siting, consolidation, 
and land use policies

‣ Other barriers to walking and 
biking: traffic speeds and 
volumes, personal safety



• Lack of exercise contributes 
to negative health outcomes 
for children

• Increased traffic:

‣ Decreases student safety

‣ Decreases air quality around 
school locations

• Safe Routes to School can 
offer a comprehensive set of 
tools to address the problem

The Issue



What can a Safe Routes to School program do?



An active SRTS program can:

• Increase rates of students walking and 
biking to school

• Improve student academic performance

• Improve student safety

• Decrease car traffic and congestion in and 
around schools

• Instill life-long healthy habits

• Improve community connectivity, health, 
safety



Basics for Safe Routes to School



The 6Es of Safe Routes to School

• Engineering

• Education

• Encouragement

• Enforcement

• Evaluation

• Equity

INFRASTRUCTURE

PROGRAMMING



The 6Es in Action



Infrastructure



Engineering for walking

• Sidewalks and paths

• Curb ramps

• High-visibility crosswalks

• Curb extensions/bump-outs

• Pedestrian crossing signals



Engineering for walking



Engineering for biking

• Facilities

‣ Bicycle lanes

‣ Multi-use paths (walking and biking)

‣ Cycletracks (separated bike lane)

• Intersection treatments

‣ Traffic signals for bicycles

• End of trip facilities

‣ Bicycle parking



Engineering for biking



Programming



Education

• Walk/bike route maps

• Public education for safety improvements

• Student and parent safety training

• Curriculum about the benefits of walking 
and biking



Education



Encouragement

• Community Open Streets events

• Bike to work events

• School incentive programs

‣ Golden Boot challenge

• School-wide walking and biking events

‣ Walking Wednesday, Bike to School Day

• Organized walk/bike school travel options

‣ Walking school bus, bicycle trains



Encouragement



Enforcement

• Support from law enforcement officials

‣ Increased enforcement near schools during 
early fall and spring

‣ Automated enforcement measures such as 
digital speed signs

• Well-trained staff, crossing guards and 
student patrols



Enforcement



Evaluation

• Conduct baseline inventory/audit of school 
travel behaviors and existing conditions

• Establish clear goals and performance 
measures, and a timeline for intervention

• Evaluate progress as programs and policies 
are implemented



Evaluation



A Quick Tour of the Action Plans





















Key next steps for implementation



Next steps for implementation

• Identify SRTS champions at your school

• Implement [at least] one program at each 
school

• Implement district-wide crossing guard 
and student patrol program

• Implement yearly school and district-wide 
travel tally



Bring in new populations



Get students (and their parents) involved



Get students (and their parents) involved



Use technology to lower the
threshold for participation



Explore curriculum and other
education resources



Develop and implement a
mix of programs for each school



Questions?



Thank you!
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